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I. The Vineyard: Owned by French and one of the oldest 

vineyards in a blessed country with good land.  

Casa Donoso is a special name with a special history.   Michel Paoletti came to Chile in 1988 in search of a place with history and future 

potential.  After searching all through Chile, what he found in the Maule Valley (just 280km south of Santiago) was more than he could have 

dreamed – a beautiful estate, with an expansive ‘Casona’ (the traditional Chilean colonial-style house) and well-established vines.  The Maule 

Valley is home to the city of Talca.  An important part of Chilean history, Talca was the site where the Chilean Act of Independence was signed 

in 1810. 

The estate was then owned by Lucia Donoso de Alburquerque.  An extraordinary and charming woman, Lucia lived her entire life on the estate 

and when Michel gathered some good friends and wine enthusiasts from French Polynesia to collectively purchase the estate from Lucia in 1989, 

they named the winery in her honor – Casa Donoso.  This pioneering group was amongst the first foreign investors to introduce modern 

technology to the winemaking industry in Chile. .    
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Our estates, La Oriental and Fundo Las Casas de Vaqueria are continuing the important and constantly evolving tradition of winemaking. 

 

La Oriental, one of the oldest estates in Talca, has 110 planted hectares. Crowned by its Casona covering almost 

three thousand square meters, the estate has over 200 years of history.  The soil here is volcanic with a medium 

level of fertility and naturally irrigated by waters, straight from the Andes mountain range.  La Oriental is planted 

with a number of different varieties including Cabernet Sauvignon, Carmenere, Merlot, Syrah, Cabernet Franc, 

Malbec, Chardonnay and Sauvignon Blanc.  Forty-seven hectares are dedicated to Cabernet Sauvignon vines that 

date back to more than 80 years.   

Las Casas de Vaqueria currently has 55 hectares planted.  Located at 35 km to the south of Talca, the estate is on 

the route to the coast.  The coastal mountain range mixed with gentle ocean breezes, means Las Casas is blessed 

with perfect conditions for winemaking. 

For the last three years at Las Casas, we have been working on organic vines, and are looking forward to 

producing our first organically certified wines for the 2009 harvest.  
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With over 20 years of experience, our business is to deliver the best quality wine possible.  Eighty percent of the wines we produce are fine reds, 

and twenty percent are white wines with a production capacity of over 400,000 6-bottle cases per year.  Our wine cellar, which dates back to the 

1800s, is constantly being updated and modernized in order to ensure quality and consistency.   

 

Ninety percent of all wines produced by Casa Donoso is exported to over 20 countries around the world including North America (USA and 

Canada), Europe (Great Britain, Belgium, Russia, Ireland, Germany…), Asia (Japan, China, Thailand, New Caledonia, Vietnam, Africa…), and 

of course, South America (Brazil, Colombia, Uruguay…) 
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II. Solid Infrastructure: Human Resources 

With the collective help of a staff of over 65 members, Casa Donoso is devoted to producing fine wines for both domestic and international 

markets.   

Our company is officially certified and registered by the Chilean “Servicio Agricola y Ganadero” (SAG – State Agriculture & Cattle Dealer 

Service) # 07201-107.   

Our Devoted Team: 
 
Michel Paoletti, Board of Directors Chairman:  A dedicated politician and member of the French Economic and Social Council, Michel is a 
passionate lover of wine. Francisco de la Maggiora, General Manager. 
 
 
Rodrigo Vera, Commercial Manager:  Highly experienced in international commerce and passionate about business. 
 
Felipe Ortiz, Head of Winemaking: Attended Universidad Católica de Chile, and is an expert and experienced man in harvesting world widely. 
He is the recent creator of the well known “Gran Reserva Bicentenario de Chile”, which earned a gold medal in the International Competition 
Bruxelles Chile 2009. 
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III.   Key Business Areas: more than just technology and barrels 

All of our wine-making processes are carried out using stainless steel products.  Our key business areas are defined as Agriculture (vines), state-
of-the-art technology (presses, automatic & centralized cooling systems, bottling and labeling machines etc.), winemaking, logistics and sales 
and marketing.   
 

 The Winery 
� 2,000,000 L total storage capacity 
� 1,762,000 L Stainless Steel 
� 238,000 L concrete containers 
� 60 Stainless Steel tanks of external storage capacity 
� 3 pneumatic presses with specialized temperature control and filters      

   
                                                                                                                                                 The Bottling Line 

� All wines are estate bottled 
� Isolated room with positive pressure 

� Bottling at 3,500 bottles per hour 
� Automatic monobloc rinsing & bottling 
� Automatic bottle washing & labeling 

� Over 50 quality control stations 
                  The Cellar 

� Two separate cellars  
� Naturally balanced temperature and humidity due to adobe walls  
� 1000 Oak barrels 

o 70% American Oak 
o 30% French Oak 
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IV. Product Portfolio:  Elegant wines for every palette. 

Casa Donoso has a product line to suit each markets demand.  Differentiation is achieved through product features, aging, packaging and overall 

brand imaging.   

 

All wines are D.O Maule Valley / (Appellation D’Origine Controlee).  Casa Donoso complies with Chile’s D.O legislation and adheres to the 

International Mutual Acceptance Agreement (MAA) of Oenological Practices. 
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A premium red blend which includes the unique Chilean Carmenere variety expressing the New World elegance.  

In this wine, fruits and wood are in perfect balance resulting in a very fine and complex aroma. Its finesse makes it ideal to 

serve with a wide range of red meats, like Lamb, game and other spicy dishes. 

 

1810 

This wine was developed in honor to the year the Independence of Chile occurred.  The act was signed in our very own 

city of Talca.  The wine is distinguished by the unique combination of two grapes: the strength of the Cabernet Sauvignon 

and the elegance of the Carmenere. 

 

 

 

Reserva Bicentenario  

Gran Reserva Bicentenario 

In 2010 Chile will celebrate its two hundred years of independence.   

Our Reserva Bicentenario and Gran Reserva Bicentenario line is dedicated to our country’s birthday.  We have developed these two lines, to 

offer for our export market around the world, and for our people here in Chile, so we can all celebrate the Bicentenary of Independence. This 

wine demonstrates an exceptional combination of flavors, harmony and elegance. 
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